Want to be Energy Rich?

How cool

Your body is like the sun! Both ae constanty making chemical o]
reactions (the sun brns hydrogen and your body burns are y Ou:
food) which produces enggy, including hea.

Our bodies need hefto survive, and Michigan gets
pretty cold in the winter That is why we hed our
homes in the winter
the sun
Our bodies lose hegall the time. And that’'s okay, because & keep
eaing and kegp making more hed. Our homes also lose headuring
the winter, which costs mong and causes pollution.Learning how to
save enegy is a gea way to make money. The less enay you waste
in your home, the more money you'll have. Try it and you can
becomeEnergy Rich!

Infrared picture of a peison.
White and red shav the most hed loss

]
Most Homes Leak Heat

which costs money and makes air pollution

To keep your home from wasting hed, try the following:

o ] ] 1. SealAir Leaks -- First find the leaks then seal them upTo find the leaks try
This infrared picture of a home shavs the mary places it the Wet Hand Test Get your hand wet with a spong or washdoth to turn it
is losing hed, and therefore money. into a highly sensitive draft-finding tool! Use tha wet hand to hone in on the
exact souice of any drafts or air leaks in yur home Also, you'll want to find
places vhere hot air goes out.Look for daylight shining through cracks. Also
look for any seams in the ceiling or arund light fixtures

Make a list of all the air leaks wu find and shaow it to your parents Then

D I d y O u k n OW 7 seal the leaks with gur parents using caulkrope caulk,spray foam or weah-

erstripping. These items a all inexpensive and aailable a the hardware stoe.

The average US Home wastes 10-50% 2. Dial Do wn -- Turning down your thermostat 10% & night can sae 10% of
of the enegy it uses your hed bill. Also dial down during the day. Why creée extra hea for the

home when no ones ther to use it?Also, your family could install a plogram-
mable themostat which automatically dials dowvn and dials ba& up for you.
Minor changes to mary homes can

easiy save $400 a gar and |eep 3. areeﬁza\t/\irpmzliys -r;i\g/\rﬁarm clothes keep you comfortable without having to turn

pollutants out of the air we breah.

4. Use the Sun-- Open and tose shades and ctains to let in sunlight when you
For a lot more g.)Od information on want extra hea and keep it out when you don't.
saving enegy, see this vebsite: 5

Insulate -- If your home was huilt before 1980 it ppobably needs insul&on.
And many newer homes need it toolnsulation holds the hea in and saves
http://WWW .eere.energy.gov/ money. For more information, see the veb-link in the “Did y ou know?” box.
consumer/tlps/ 6. Save hot water -- To start, keep the water heaer e it's middle setting about
120°. With your parent’s help just adjust the knob on the contil box of the
hot water heaer - set to the midile. Next, install low-flow faucet aeators and

Courtesy of WARM Training Center Sustainale Futures shower headswhich can cut your hot water use in halfor more without com-
Group and theSt&te Of M|C higan Enelgy Offlce promising comfort.




Saving Electricity

Another way to become Enegy Rich is to stop wasting electricity
Most of us alre connected to a lage electrical
grid which supplies electric engy to our homes
sdhools and ofices That electricity costs mong
and can cause mblems for the ervironment.

How to save on electricity

l) Turn it Ooff! —-This ones free and can se a LOT of enegy. Anytime

you’re out of the room for more than 10 mirutes you should shut most

appliances entettainment, computer and lights of.

2) AdeSt that dial --Turn up the tempeature on your air
conditioner for a bundle of savings. Also, chedk that your refrigerator or
freezer isnt set too cold -- adjust the dial to the midle for most units

3) Buy Energy Star -- eerything you plug-in costs yu money to
operate. How much money it will cost depends on hav it's made Look
for the Enegy Star label to identify those items thdll cost less mong to

run. One especial}y grea Energy Star pioduct to buy is lightbulbs ...

Compact Fluorescent
Lightbulbs (CFLs)

CFLs are a nav kind of
lightbulb that save enepy.
They cost more to kuy, but
will save you over $50 on
your electric bills They’ll
also cede less pollution!

They also last nuch longer
than regular (incandescent)
lightbulbs.

The lightbulbs you use the
most, cost you the most to
operate. Replace those hlbs
with CFLs and save!

“Electricity” by Hans Neleman

Pollution
Solution

One 75 watt CFL can keep this
out of the air.

1359 Ibs of carbon

7 Ibs of sulfer (acid ain)

3 Ibs of nitrous axide (smagy)

The 500 CFLs we're gving avay

today will k eep this out of the air.
340 tons ofcarbon
1.7 tons sulér (acid rain)
.8 tons of nitrous xide (smay)
66 Ibs of particulates
6.8 g of mercury emissions

which saves us fom as nuch
pollution as if we took 50 cas off
the road for a year.

Buying bulbs for 10,000 hours of light

= $9
(for 12 hulbs &
$.75 ead)

=$5

(for 1 bulb)

Buying electricity for those bulbs (at $.10 / kwh)

=$75

(for 12 hulbs a 75 watts)

= $20

(for 1 bulb at 20 watts)

Total Cost:

$84
o $25

Which would you choose?




